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Life Together at 
Christ’s United  
Lutheran Church  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join us for Worship  
Saturday 5:00 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Journey & Fellowship 10:45 
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church  
One God. One People. One Purpose. 

437 Airport Road, Ashland, PA  17921 

www.christsunited.org        

(570) 875-1591 March  2017 

Status of Accounts as of JANUARY 31 
Balance in Checking Account……………$1,836.64  

Amount needed in offerings per month to meet our 2017Annual Budget 

of $179,318.00 is $14,943.17 

January income was $22,849.28  

Benevolence Gifts…………………………………...……$1,664.39  

(8% of our Benevolence goal of $20,000.00 for 2017) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2017 
council@christsunited.org 

    Phone              Term Expires 

Beth Andrews (Secretary) 570-874-2381   Feb. 2018 

Gregg Sterling   570-449-6940   Feb. 2018 

 vicepresident@christsunited.org  

Angie Berger   570-875-3598   Feb. 2019 

Deb Berner   570-875-3209   Feb. 2017 

John Denchak   570-875-4970   Feb. 2017 

Deidre Dengler  Youth Rep.   Sept. 2016 

Gregg Sterling   570-449-6940   Feb. 2019 

John Towey   570-205-2682   Feb. 2018 

Mark Varndell   570-875-2545   Feb. 2019 

Deb Zaharick   570-875-2691   Feb. 2017 

 

PASTOR  

Rev. Dr. Kim L. Lengert 

570-336-3110 

pastorkim@christsunited.org 

 

STAFF 

Parish Visitor   Lois Sterling   570-449-6947 

 lois@christsunited.org 

Parish Administrator Deb Hall   570-875-1591 

 office@christsunited.org  

 Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:30-3:00 

Director of Music   Diane Calhoun  570-874-2580 

 music@christsunited.org 

Treasurer   Ann Marie Dillman  570-875-2422 

 treasurer@christsunited.org 

Indoor Custodian  Cheryl Varndell  570-875-2545 

Outdoor Custodian  Bill Price   570-875-4272 

Financial Secretary  Christine Brennan  570-875-0720 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=like+us+on+facebook&view=detail&id=5097B099A236628082575CBA5AD120F47DA84EA7&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church 

Mission Statement 

   We the members of Christ’s 

United Lutheran Church, Ashland, 

desiring to be blessed together with 

Word and Sacrament and to 

become more perfectly the Body of 

Christ in our world, do hereby 

commit ourselves to a mission 

which includes a creative re-

examination of our worship life; a 

quality educational program for all 

ages; intentional witnessing; a 

serving spirit; and an integrated 

support system which will under 

gird our program and the 

maintenance of our facilities as it 

encourages improved stewardship. 

Christ’s United Ministry Teams 

Christian Education 

education@christsunited.org 

 

Evangelism/Outreach 

evangelism@christsunited.org 

 

Lutheran Church Men (LCM) 

lcm@christsunited.org 

 

Social Ministry 

socialministry@christsunited.org 

 

Stewardship 

 

WELCA 

welca@christsunited.org 

 

Worship & Music 

music@christsunited.org  

Christ’s United Committees 

Auditing & Finance Committees 

finance@christsunited.org  

 

Endowment Fund 

endowment@christsunited.org 

 

Mutual Ministry 

 

Nominating 

council@christsunited.org 

 

Personnel 

personnel@christsunited.org 

 

Property 

property@christsunited.org  
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Pastor Kim’s Message 

Recent events has called up the question: what is the role of the pastor? 

 

A survey was taken this weekend which indicated that 86.7% of 

Christ’s United worshipping congregation (131 that week) support and 

affirm Pastor Kim’s ministry at the beginning of worship. But even with 

that level of affirmation, the question of the pastor’s role yet remains 

unresolved. 

 

The Lutheran identity of pastors is born in scripture, both the Old and 

New Testaments. It is an identity and responsibility given to Moses, in 

leading the people out of slavery, through the wilderness and into the 

promise of God. Moses, a foreigner himself in the land of Egypt, had 

the trappings of earthly authority as a member of the Pharaoh's  

household. Yet it was the call of God which caused him to be a leader 

of the people. As there seem to be very few burning bushes these days, 

Joshua may be a better example of “call”: 

 

Moses spoke to the Lord, saying, “Let the Lord, the God of the 

spirits of all flesh, appoint someone over the congregation who 

shall go out before them and come in before them, who shall 

lead them out and bring them in, so that the congregation of the 

Lord may not be like sheep without a shepherd.” So the Lord 

said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the 

spirit, and lay your hand upon him; have him stand before 

Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and commission 

him in their sight.    Numbers 27.15-19. 

 

Lutherans’ understanding of “call” changes the relationship between 

pastors and congregations. Discernment and recognition of a call  

from God to pastoral ministry occurs during the seminary process,  

and issuance of a call from a congregation serves as affirmation of 

God’s call to the individual. Different from an employer/employee  

relationship, the relationship between the pastor and the congregation  

is formalized in a Letter of Call, which is a written recognition of the  

pastor as one called by God to serve that community of faith.  
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As congregation’s needs and ministries are different, so are the terms 

of each Letter of Call. However the basic identity of a pastor is the 

same:  

 

When they finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me more than these?” Simon replied, 

“Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  

Jesus asked a second time, “Simon son of John, do you love 

me?” Simon replied, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.”  

Jesus said to him, “Take care of my sheep.” 

John 21.15-16 

 

In John the image of shepherd provides an understanding of both  

pastoral identity and role as we follow both Jesus’ identity as the 

Good Shepherd and Jesus’ instruction to Peter. But like burning bush-

es and Moses, shepherds are not a group we relate to on a regular basis 

(if at all!).  So what are some qualities of shepherds we do know? 

 

Shepherds feed the sheep (John 21.15). As shepherds lead the 

sheep to green pastures to nourish their bodies, so are pastors to speak 

the Word so that the people may be fed with the bread of life, Jesus 

Christ. Similarly, as the shepherds needed to constantly seek green 

pastures for the sheep, pastor need to seek ever deeper and broader 

ways to connect communities with Christ. 

 

Shepherds are to care for the sheep (John 21.16). The fir st thought 

is that as shepherds tend to the poor and lame so are pastor to care for 

the poor, sick, and grieving to the people. But remember that  

shepherds have a much greater responsibility than that: sheep were at 

constant danger both from wolves and also thieves. Pastors need to be 

wary by being rooted in the Word. 
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Community Blood Drive  

Christ’s United  

Lutheran Church 

Community Room 
437 Airport Road (Gordon) 

Ashland, PA  17921 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Please contact Debbie Hall or call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2676) or visit 

www.redcrossblood.org 
to schedule an appointment. 

Open to the public and walk-Ins are Welcome! 

The American Red Cross remains in the midst of a severe blood 
shortage and has issued an emergency call for blood and platelet  

donations. Ice, snow, and subfreezing temperatures in many states 
have led to blood drive cancellations.   
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Pastoral Acts 
 

Funeral Services: 

 02/11/17 Leonard  L. Blyler 

   
  

Shepherds are to seek out the lost sheep (Matthew 18.12). The 

first priority of the shepherd is not the sheep who are gathered safely 

together, but those who are in danger because of their separation from 

the flock. In congregations, this means that the pastor must always be 

involved in the community and outreach, actively looking for those 

who are not in the fold of Christ. 

 

Shepherds are to lead the sheep (Numbers 27.12-20). Perhaps the 

hardest to image or to practice, the shepherd is responsible for leading 

the sheep from one place to another. If the sheep were to stay in one 

location, no matter how comfortable it may be at the time, they would 

soon overcome the available food supply and die of starvation (unless 

supplements were shipped in). Pastors are to lead the people from 

where they have gathered to where God leads them. 

 

Our modern world has consistently changed how pastors do each of 

these elements of call, but not the essence of them. What do you 

think? Or more importantly, what do you believe? 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Kim 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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Church Council Highlights from February: 

 The mortgage balance is down to $76,115.88.  

 In response to concerns about Council minutes not being  easily 

accessible, a white notebook containing Council minutes will be 

available for anyone to read in the library.   

 Average weekly worship attendance for January 2017--103, for the 

year--103.  

 Shut-in Visitation: Council will meet at the church, the  

     second Sunday of the month after Journey, to go out to visit     

     an available shut-in member.  Any member of Council is  

     welcome along with interested members. 

March’s council Member of the 

month is Beth Andrews 

 

The Council Member of the Month  

is the “on call” member of council.  

The council member of the month  

is the person to call if you have any 

concerns (other than pastoral  

concerns), notice the church lights on at 11 p.m.,  

or need access to the building. 

     We would like to thank WELCA, Pastor Kim, Sandy Miller, 

Diane Calhoun, and Rick Fritz for all their help when our Aunt 

Nettie died. 

     Thank you also to our church family for all the prayers. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Sally, Erik & Jacob Tice 

 Carrie, Russ & Zachary Hummel  

 John, Maryann, Thomas & Tyler Wolfgang. 
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Women of 

Christ's United  

Lutheran Church 
 

EASTER CANDY 
  

 

     Coconut  Peanut Rolls 

     Peanut Butter          P.B. Carmel 

     Butter Cream          Cherry 

 
Also available:  

Peanut Butter Crackers,  

$1.50 for a pack of 4 

 
To Order Call: 

570-875-2586  

or 570-875-1591 
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NEXT WELCA MEETING     

Due to Mid week Lenten services, WELCA will not 
meet during Lent.  The next meeting for WELCA will 

be held May 3, at 7:00 p.m.  

 

KNAUGHTY KNOTTERS 
Knaughty Knotters  will take a break until 
fall. Fifty five quilts were completed this 

season. Thanks to all who donated  
supplies and helped to make the quilts. 

WELCA News 

Ladies Nite Out: 
Sunday, April 2, 2017—This time we  

will head to O.I.P. in Shamokin for our  

afternoon of fun and fellowship. We will  

meet at the church at 3:30 p.m.  

 All ladies welcome!! 

WELCA will begin making  

Easter candy soon. Watch the  

bulletin for exact dates.  

Help is needed! 

“Souper bowl” of caring results: 
 
We had 413 food items and $106 donated.  
The Patriots outdid the Falcons here too! 
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While Jeanette Wolfgang's family was preparing her 

Funeral Service they found this poem in her Bible.  

It was a favorite of hers. 
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The following Memorials were given to Christ’s United 

since the issue of the last Newsletter: 
 

In Memory of David Schweinhart by: 

 Irene Morgan   $25.00 

 Constance Welker  $10.00 

 Patti Kimmel   $25.00 

 Terry & Dorothy Kessler $10.00 

 

In Memory of Anna Jeanette Wolfgang by: 

 Carrie & Russ Hummel $25.00 

 Irene Morgan   $20.00 

 

In Memory of Palmer Kimmel by: 

 John Kimmel   $25.00 

 

In Memory of  Wanieta “Sue” Bendinsky by: 

 Andrea & Joseph Pytak  $20.00 

 Joseph Coddington  $10.00 

 

In Memory of Randy Troutman by: 

 Joseph Coddington  $10.00 
 

 

The following Memorials were given   

for the Capital Campaign: 
 
In Memory of William, Ethel, Leon & Elaine Schlorff  

 by Nellie Schlorff    $     25.00 

 

In Honor of Brian, Jaime, Ellery & Michael Schlorff 

 by Nellie Schlorff    $     25.00 

 

In Memory of Ruth & Allen Klinger & Hilda & Henry Scheuren 

 by the Donald Klinger Family   $1,000.00 
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Chicken Pot Pie Dinner 
Donation Sheet 

 
Saturday, March 11, 2017 

ITEMS NEEDED 

 

 

_____ #10 Can of Applesauce 

 

_____ Cakes, Cookies, Brownies, or Cup Cakes 

 

_____ 12 or 24 Pack Soda (Any brand or flavor) 

 

_____Cash Donation 

 

 
Donations may be placed on the center island in the kitchen. 

Please attach your name to your donation. All donations must be 

in no later than SUNDAY, MARCH 5th. Baked goods may be 

brought in on Friday, March 10th, between 9:30 a.m. & 3:00 p.m. 

Baked goods may also be brought in before noon on Saturday    

prior to the dinner. 

 

Please return this sheet to the church office or place it in the box 

located on the table in the narthex. 
 

 

 

Name _______________________ Phone____________ 
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Chicken 

Pot Pie 

Dinner  

Sponsored by the Lutheran Church Men 

Saturday, March 11, 2017 

4:00 – 7:00 pm 
Eat In or Carry Out 

 

Dinner Includes: 
Chicken Pot Pie 

Lettuce w/ hot bacon dressing 

Applesauce 

Bread & Butter 

Dessert 

Beverage 

 

Adults: $9.00 

Children 6-12: $4.00 

Under Age 6: FREE 

Ticket information: Call 570-875-1591  
(Limited tickets available at the door)  

Sponsored by WELCA 
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    Jr. Youth is for all  
     elementary age  

    members of  
    Christ’s United!   

    Special activities 
—including projects and field trips—  

occur throughout the year. Watch the Youth  
bulletin board and the Church  
FaceBook pages for the next  

adventure in the making! 

Senior and  

Junior Youth  
 

Bowling at Strike Zone  
March 5, 2017 2-4 pm  
Everyone Welcome!!  

Meet at Strike Zone at 1:30 P.M. 
 
 

 
Cost is $10.00  

and it 

includes Bowling for 
the entire 2 hours and 

also shoe rental!! 

Please see Tracy Berner 
for more information  

 
Sign up on  

Youth Bulletin Board by 
Feb 26th. 
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03/17/07 David & Beth Becker 

03/21/81 Rickey & Brenda Knorr 

03/22/96 Leo & Heather Young 

03/29/80 Leonard & Terri Whyne 

2 Lynn Anczarski 

3 Katie Brown 

 Allen Pennypacker 

 Jack Stitzer 

6 Barbara Klauger 

7 Jessie Harris 

 Alisia Knorr 

 Donald Smith Jr. 

8 Mark Klinger 

 Christopher Monaghan 

10 Janet Quirk 

12 Gregg Sterling 

 Sierra Wagner 

15 James Hepler 

16 William Waldick 

17 Kenneth Welker 

18 Michael Miller 

19 Jane Pennypacker 

 Grantham Sterling 

20 Hayden Marlow 

21 Wendy Harhigh 

 Mark Hepler 

 Rickey Knorr 

22 Susan Ruzze 

23 Brian McAndrew 

26 Wyatt Hepler 

27 Zachary Huber 

28 Robert Green 

 Amanda Houser 

 Maynard Merwine 

29 Nathan Berger 

 Tiffany Cramer 

30 Dennis Mallams 

 

  Life Together at Christ’s United 

  19 

25 

              -  sturdy combs 
(no fine teeth or 
Picks) 

Donna Wallace 

(for quick drying) 
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  The month that your  

committee serves please 

help out in the kitchen  

before and after the service.  

Also, please bring in baked 

goods or other items for the 

snacks. Thank you. 

 

Fellowship Schedule   

March—LCM 

April—WELCA 

May—Evangelism/Outreach 

June– Journey 

July—Youth Group 

August—LCM/WELCA 

September—Property 

We will be collecting 

the following  

items for January: 

Oatmeal 
Please place your  

donations in the  

shopping cart.   

 

Thank You! 

 

The next food  

distribution date is 

Thursday,  

March 9, 2017 
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Capital Campaign 
 

In order to prepare for repairs that are or will be  
needed, Christ's United has started a Capital Cam-
paign. We are more than half way of reaching our goal 
of $100,000, which will cover the cost of re-paving our 
parking lot, replacement or repair of all our heating 
and cooling systems, a new roof, and cleaning of the 
steeple. Please take time to make a pledge of $500 or 
more.  

Give Electronically 

Checking/Savings    Credit/Debit Card  

 
Electronic Giving is a convenient way to  provide  

consistent financial support to our church.   

Go to www.christsunited.org or scan this 

QR code to learn how you can participate.  
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: Remember…. 

That you are dust, and to dust you shall  return. 

Such are the words of blessing     

offered on Ash Wednesday, as 

we remember our humanity and 

God’s immortal love, shown to 

us in Jesus Christ. It is a time of  

somberness in recognition of the 

love so strong that death could 

not break its grasp on us, as Jesus carries us from 

death to life.  Come and remember: Services will 

be held at Noon and 7:00 pm on Wednesday, 

March 1. 
 

 

 

 

During Lent all are invited as in 

faith we gather each Wednesday 

night for a Soup Supper and  

Worship. The  Social Ministry 

Team introduces the meal at 6:00   

by sharing information on  

ministries around the world, tell-

ing us how our actions are affect-

ing the lives of others (for good!).  

We then gather as light breaks the darkness in Holden 

Evening Prayer at 7 pm. This is a special time of faith, 

the gathering together deepening our understanding of 

God’s actions of love in Jesus Christ. Please set aside 

time in your schedule to share in this special practice of 

Lent and bring a friend! 
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             PRAYER CHAIN 
 

     Each day members of Christ’s 

United bow their heads and lift 

their hearts in prayer for the  

ministries of this congregation  and  

people in need.  For the past several years these Prayer Teams 

have been silently serving God, the world, and us. 

     If you are committed to the power of prayer, please  join one of 

these teams. Prayer lists are  available at worship services each 

weekend, and a phone chain notifies you of immediate needs.  

Please see Pastor Kim for more information.  

‘From great to good’  
 

Jim Collins’ 2001 book Good to Great featured companies that 
had “made the leap” to greatness. Years later, many of them are 
no longer great; some aren’t even around.  
 
Should Christians seek greatness? After all, our attempts to be 
great — wealthy, powerful, successful, famous — often become 
the “enemies” of our doing the good God commands.  
 
God’s Word flips on its head the saying “good is the enemy of 
great.” The meek, Jesus teaches, will inherit the earth (Matthew 
5:5). “Whoever would be great among you,” he says, “must be 
your servant” (Mark 10:43, ESV). One of Jesus’ most famous par-
ables is called the Good Samaritan, not the Great Samaritan. And 
goodness, not greatness, is a fruit of the Spirit.  
 
Christians and churches are called not to greatness but to doing 
good for the sake of the world. Let’s shift our focus “from great 
to good.”  
 
—Based on “From Great to Good,” Homiletics, January-February 2017 
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We Offer our Prayers to… 

 PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please note that those experiencing a traumatic event 

are placed onto the Prayer List and will be kept on 

for one month.  Please provide updates to the office 

in   order that the list is always current.  If you would like someone added please 

call the office: if you add someone to the prayer list on a Saturday evening or a 

Sunday  morning during worship, please make sure you write it down and place a 

note on the prayer podium. 

 

February 19 – Michelle Smith, Randy & Danielle Bucher  &  

family (G. Marquardt), Marjorie Ludwig (T. Berner) 

February 12 – Mallory Eber t (K. Berner ), Har r ison (Donna  

Lassen), Bob Berger Jr. (A. Berger), Jennie Kosmisky (G.  

Kosmisky), William Price Sr. (D. Price), Michelle (P. Schaffer) 

February 5 – Dean Fetterolf (B. Fetterolf), Barb Anczarsky (P. 

Dziczek), Judy Stepulitis, Benjamin Lockhart (M. Bendinsky),  

Ron Zerber, Lou Harter, Lewis Pennypacker (J. Pennypacker), Gail 

Lorady, Heidi Walsh (T. Shilling), Ron Fox Jr. (G. Marquardt), Jean 

Welker, Helen Wolfgang (S. Wolfgang), Karyssa Wenrich (J. Clark), 

Elizabeth Brown (G. Marquardt), Barb Fetterolf, Harold Wink, Doris 

McGurl (L. Lute), Sandra Beecher (L. Lute) 

January 29 - Judy Fritz, Wendy Farnsworth (E. Chappell), Nada 

Matthews 

Praying Through the  

Directory 
 

Each month we will be listing three of our 

church faith families.  We ask that you take 

the time and uplift them in prayer for their 

needs and spiritual journey. 

This month we pray for: 

 

The Dillman Family—William,  Ann Marie & Amanda 

The Dillman Family—Christopher 

 The Neumeister Family—Anna 
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March  2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed

     1    ASH WEDNESDAY

  
10:00 Seniors 

 

12:00 Worship w/ Communion
 

7:00 Worship w/ Communion

5 1st Sunday of Lent 

9:30 Communion Service 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Journey 

 
1:30 Youth Bowling-Strike Zone 

6 

  
  
  
  
7:00 Church Council 

7 

9:00 Food Delivery 
  
  
  

 

6:30 Choir Practice 

8 

10:00 Seniors 
4:30 Sr. Youth Pizza & food

                       pantry set up

 

6:00 Soup Supper

7:00 Mid-Week Worship

12 2nd Sunday of Lent 

  9:30 Worship Service 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Journey 
  

 

 

 

Daylight Saving Begins 

13 
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

7:00 Mutual Ministry 

14 
  
  
  

 

 

 

6:30 Choir Practice 

15     NEWSLETTER

             DEADLINE

 

10:00 Seniors 
  

 

 

6:00 Soup Supper

7:00 Mid-Week Worship

19 3rd  Sunday of Lent 

  9:30 Worship Service 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Journey 

20 Spring Begins 
  
  
  

 

 
  

6:30 Stewardship 

21 
  
  

 
  
6:30 Choir Practice 

22 
 

10:00 Seniors 
  

 

6:00 Soup Supper

7:00 Mid-Week Worship

26 4th Sunday of Lent 

  9:30 Worship Service 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Journey 

27 

  
  

 

6:00 Grief Support 
  

28 
  
  

 
  
6:30 Choir Practice 

29 
 

10:00 Seniors 
  

 

6:00 Soup Supper

7:00 Mid-Week Worship

 

  Life Together at Christ’s United 

  15 

March  2017 
 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

12:00 Worship w/ Communion 

7:00 Worship w/ Communion 

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  
  

 

5:00 Worship with 
               Communion 
  

 
4:30 Sr. Youth Pizza & food 

pantry set up 

6:00 Soup Supper 
Week Worship 

9 

 

10:00 A.M. – 12 noon 
   Christ’s Cupboard 

10 
  

11 
  
4:00  – 7:00 P.M. Chicken Pot Pie                    

                                  Dinner 
  

 

5:00 Worship Service 
  
  

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

6:00 Soup Supper 
Week Worship 

16 

  

  

  

 

 
 

7:00 Personnel Committee 

17 Saint Patrick's Day 

 

18 
  
  

 

Fellowship Hall reserved 
  

 

5:00 Worship Service 
  
  

 

6:00 Soup Supper 
Week Worship 

23 

9:30 Newsletter Assembly 
  
12:00 – 2:00 p.m. Ashland Area 

               Food Pantry @ Good 

                                   Shepherd 

  25 
  
  

 
  
5:00 Worship Service 
  
  

 

6:00 Soup Supper 
Week Worship 

30 
  

31 
  

Notes: 

7:00 Evangelism/Outreach 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93074581

