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The CULC Messenger  
God’s Work,  

 Our Actions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for Worship - Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School - October through May 
1st & 3rd Sundays @ 10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary Worship Service -  
   First Saturday of  each month  

   at 6:00 p.m. 
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church  
One God. One People. One Purpose. 

437 Airport Road, Ashland, PA  17921 

www.christsunited.org        

(570) 875-1591 April 2026 

Pastor Brian’s Message 3-4 

Council Highlights 5 

Prayer List 6-7 

Birthdays / Anniversaries 8-9 

Serving Our Community 11 

April Calendar 12-13 

Social Ministry 14-15 

Indoor Yard Sale 15 

Easter Egg Hunt 16 

WELCA 17 

Memorials 18 

Chicken Pot Oie 19 

In This Issue:  

Status of Accounts as of February 28 
Total amount in checking account: $74,496.77.  

 Amount needed in offerings per month to meet our  
2026 Annual Budget of $223,228.00 is $18,602.33. 

Income for February was $15,548.52. 
Expenses for February were $19,171.91, 

resulting in a net loss of $3,623.39.  
Benevolence for February was $1,160.49.  
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2026 
  

    Phone          Term Expires 

John Towey,    570-205-2682  Feb. 2027 

 President 
Mark Varndell,   570-205-8002  Feb. 2028 

 Vice President  
Jamie Johnson ,  570-590-1678  Feb. 2028 

 Secretary 

William Griffiths  570-640-1843  Feb. 2029 

Virgil Smith   570-205-6979  Feb. 2028 

Debra Price    570-205-6241  Feb. 2029 

Barbara Stepanchick  570-875-1114  Feb. 2027 

Janet Towey   570-205-3420  Feb. 2027 

Kim Walacavage   570-590-9629  Feb. 2029  

 Youth Representative - Maura Sweitzer  

 

 

PASTOR  
 Rev. Brian Beissel  

570-516-1787 

*Pastor Brian’s Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. or other times by appointment. 
 

STAFF 

Parish Administrator   Debbie Hall  570-875-1591 

 office@christsunited.org   570-789-9722 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 am- 4:30 pm 

 

Director of Music   Jamie Johnson             570-590-1678  
Treasurer   Ann Marie Dillman 570-449-2021 

Indoor Custodian  Ann Ray Begis 570-590-2729   
Outdoor Custodian  Dennis Wolfe  570-875-9085 

Financial Secretary  Christine Brennan 570-875-0720 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=like+us+on+facebook&view=detail&id=5097B099A236628082575CBA5AD120F47DA84EA7&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=like+us+on+facebook&view=detail&id=5097B099A236628082575CBA5AD120F47DA84EA7&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church 

Mission Statement 
   We the members of Christ’s 

United Lutheran Church, Ashland, 
desiring to be blessed together with 

Word and Sacrament and to 
become more perfectly the Body of 

Christ in our world, do hereby 
commit ourselves to a mission 
which includes a creative re-

examination of our worship life; a 
quality educational program for all 

ages; intentional witnessing; a 
serving spirit; and an integrated 
support system which will under 

gird our program and the 
maintenance of our facilities as it 

encourages improved stewardship. 

Christ’s United Ministry Teams 

 

Christian Education 

 

Evangelism/Outreach 

 

Lutheran Church Men (LCM) 
 

Social Ministry 

 

Stewardship 

 

WELCA 

 

Worship & Music 

 

Multimedia Ministry 

 

Safety and Security Team 

 

  
Christ’s United Committees 

 

Auditing & Finance Committees 

  
Endowment Fund 

 

Mutual Ministry 

 

Nominating 

 

Personnel 
 

Property 
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— continued on page 4 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

The center of our faith is the resurrection, and the hope and the joy 
it brings.  And as always, we will be celebrating, with not one, but 
two services on Easter Sunday! . 

Our Easter Sunrise Service will be held at 6:30 AM on April 5. 

Now, I’ll be honest with you: I am not, by temperament or spiritual 
gifting, a morning person. If there were a later sunrise option, I would 
gladly lobby for it. If Jesus had risen at, say, 9:00 AM, I would have 
found that deeply meaningful and personally affirming. 

And yet—there is something powerful about gathering in the quiet, in 
the dim light, as the world slowly wakes up. There’s something about 
proclaiming, “He is risen!” at an hour when most of the world is still 
rubbing its eyes that makes the joy feel even more surprising, even 
more alive. 

So yes, I will be there—with coffee, with hope, and probably with at 
least one yawn. I invite you to join me in that beautiful, slightly 
sleepy celebration of the resurrection. 

And if 6:30 AM feels like a bridge too far, don’t worry—we will also 
gather for worship at 9:30 AM, when both the sun and Pastor Brian 
are a bit more fully risen. 

But Easter joy isn’t meant to stay in the sanctuary—it’s meant to be 
shared. The good news of the resurrection, the promise that death 
does not have the final word, the hope of eternal life—this is a gift we 
carry into the world. 
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So as we celebrate, I encourage you to think about how you might 
share that joy with others. Here are three simple, practical ways: 

• Invite someone – Easter is one of the easiest times to extend an 
invitation. A friend, neighbor, or family member might be more 
open than you think. A simple, “Come sit with me” can go a long 
way. 

• Speak hope in everyday moments – When conversations turn to 
worry, fear, or uncertainty, gently share the hope you have. You 
don’t need a sermon—just a word of peace, a reminder that God is 
at work even in hard times. 

• Show resurrection in action – Acts of kindness, forgiveness, and 
generosity are powerful witnesses. Bring a meal, make a call, offer 
grace where it’s not expected—these are ways people see the                 
resurrection alive in you. 

 

However you join us—early and heroic at sunrise, or joyfully well-
rested at 9:30—I hope you’ll not only celebrate the resurrection, but 
carry it with you into the lives of others. 

Grace and peace (and strong coffee), 

Pastor Brian  

   

  Schedule  
     for April: 

 

 

All lunches are a time to gather and meet up with your pastor. 
There is no agenda, we can simply speak about whatever might 
be on your mind! All Lunches begin at 12 noon.  
The Schedule for April is as follows: 
 

 April 8:  Mays, Ashland 
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         American Red Cross 

   Community Blood Drive  
   Christ’s United  

   Lutheran Church 

 

437 Airport Road (Gordon) 
Ashland, PA  17921 

 

Monday, April 6, 2026 

1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Please contact Debbie Hall or call 

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2676) or visit 
www.redcrossblood.org 

to schedule an appointment. 
Open to the public and walk-Ins are Welcome! 

Give Electronically 
Checking/Savings     Credit/Debit Card  

Christ’s United accepts electronic donations 

 

Electronic Giving is a convenient way to      
provide consistent financial support to our  
church. Go to www.christsunited.org or scan  
the QR code to learn how you can participate.  

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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Church Council Highlights  
From March 

• Election of Officers: John Towey was elected President, Mark 
Varndell was elected Vice President, and Jamie Johnson was elected  
Secretary. New officers will be installed at the service on Sunday, 
3/8/26.  

• Christian Education will be meeting soon to discuss Vacation Bible 
School.  

• LCM: Dates were set for their 4 dinners. Dates were set for their 
monthly meetings. Chicken Pot Pie Dinner is scheduled for  

      April 18th, 

Palm Sunday - Sunday, March 29 

 9:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 2  
 7:30 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion  
  and foot washing 

  

Good Friday - Friday, April 3  
 7:00 p.m. Worship 

 

Resurrection of Our Lord - Sunday, April 5  
 6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 

  with Holy Communion  
 9:30 a.m. Easter Worship Service 

  with Holy Communion 
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Praying Through the Directory 
 

Each month we will be listing three of our church faith families.  We ask that you 
take the time and uplift them in prayer for their needs and spiritual journey. 
 This month we pray for: 
  The Bachman Family - Dennis, Ashley & Zalen  
  The Demko Family -  Steven, Rachelle, Charley & Chase  
          The Smith Family - Melody  

             PRAYER CHAIN 

 

     Each day members of Christ’s United bow their 
heads and lift their hearts in prayer for the ministries 
of this congregation and people in need.  
     A copy of the Prayer List is available at worship 
services each Sunday. You also have an email sent to you each week 
with a list of those in need of your prayers. A phone chain notifies you 
of immediate needs. If there is an immediate need of prayer, please 
call the church office. In the event the office is closed, Gail Marquardt  
(570-554-1075 or 570-933-1737) should be called to begin the prayer 
chain. Please call the church office for more information or to become 
a Prayer Chain Participant.  

April Council Contact of the month    
is Jamie Johnson.  

 

The Council Contact of the Month is the  
“on call” member of council, the person to  
contact if you have any concerns (other than  
pastoral concerns), or need access to the  
building. If you need to contact Jamie,  
she can be reached at 570-590-1678.  
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Chicken Pot Pie Dinner 
Sponsored by the Lutheran Church Men 

Saturday,  
April 18, 2026 

3:00 – 6:00 pm 

~Dine in or Take out ~ 

 

Christ's United Lutheran Church 

437 Airport Road, Ashland 

 

Dinner Includes: 
Chicken Pot Pie, Lettuce w/ hot bacon dressing, Applesauce,  

Bread & Butter, Dessert, Beverage 

 

Adults: $14.00 

Children under age 12: $5.00   

Ticket information: Call 570-875-1591  
(Limited tickets available at the door) 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

      _____ Cakes 

      _____ 12 or 24 Pack Soda (Any brand or flavor) 
        ______ 24 Pack Bottled Water 
          _____ Cash Donation 

Donations may be placed on the center island in the           
kitchen. Please attach your name to your donation.  
All donations must be in no later than SUNDAY, April 5. 
Baked goods may be brought in on Friday, April 17th           
between 9:00 a. m. & 4:00 p.m. Baked goods may also be 
brought in before noon on Saturday prior to the dinner. 

 

Please return this sheet to the church office or place it in 
the box located on the table in the narthex. 

 Name __________________ 

 Phone___________________ 

Sponsored by WELCA 
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The following Memorials were 
given to  

Christ’s United since the last  
issue of the Newsletter 

 

In Memory of Hannah Lisowski by: 
 Gail Marquardt 

 

Donations to Christ’s Cupboard 
Food Pantry 

 

In memory of Corrine Coward by: 
 Donna & Ron Wallace 

 Ron & Beth Andrews 

 

In memory of Mike Yoder by: 
 Donna & Ron Wallace 

 

In memory of Scott Smith by: 
 Terry & Dorothy Kessler 
 Donna & Ron Wallace 

 Ron & Beth Andrews 

 Lisa Lewellyn 

 Marsha Pitts 

 The Klinger Family 

 Joseph & Elizabeth Woodward 

 Roy & Cynthia Shadle 

 Phillip & Beth Shuey 

 Edwin Smith 

 Tim & Monica Sweeney 
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We Offer our Prayers to… 
 

Please note that those experiencing a traumatic event are placed 
onto the Prayer List and will be kept on for one month and then 
taken off.  If you would like someone added, please call the office 
or write their name on the Prayer Request sheet found on the Prayer Podium.  
Please provide updates to the office in order that the list is always current. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    Please continue to pray for: Bonnie Dillman, Jim Gruber, Annette Houser, Jack 
Houser, Jim Houser, Jr., Allen Johnson, Jennie Kosmisky, Pearl & Carl Lute, Dianna 
Monaghan, Jane Pennypacker, Heidi Walsh, Kayla Werner, Linda Zerby 
          Remember our Home-bound: Leroy Berner, Jim Hepler, Nancy Kessler, Gail 
Marquardt, Anna Neumeister, Richard Shoup, Karen Smith 
          And Friends: Michele Adams, Michelle Ambrose, Robert Beecher, Donald Bulla, 
Christina Dudley (D. Price), Margarite Felegi, Joe Ferraro Jr., Jim Fetterolf, Bob Grif-
fiths, Cathy Groody, Dan Grow, Zack Metzinger (J. Eisenhart), Kim Minning (A. Berger), 
Angie Romberger, Bailey Romberger, Samantha Schifano, Sarah Shanks (T. Wolfe), 
Trevor Shilling (A.M. Dillman), Elizabeth Smith & family, Linda Szuler (T. Wolfe), Joe 
Towey, John Towey Jr., Rose Varndell 

March 29— 
 Nancy Masser (V. Brown) 
 Diane Reed 
 Tom Quinn (J. Eisenhart) 
 Jim Houston 
     Family of Vince Rossi 
March 22 –  
      Kate Michon (B. Yoder) 
      Fawn Eisenhart (J. Eisenhart)  
      Sarah Knorr, Daniel Cunningham  
       & all Service Men & Women   
     Family of Fay Snyder Cashwell 

March 15 -  
 Joe Jefferson (J. Deeter) 
 Miles Hudock 
   Donna Studley (S. Tice) 
 Elaine Dietrich (E. Tice) 
      Family of Elaine Stone 
March 8 –  
 James Houser III (his family) 

Brooke Andracavage (K. Dengler) 
Harper Presto (J. Young) 
Christopher Ansbach (C. Brennan) 

   Family & Friends of Bev Wolfgang 
           Elizabeth Anderson (K. Berner) 
           Matt Wetzel 
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PEACOCK — The beautiful peacock is likely one of the lesser-known 
Christian symbols. Based on an ancient myth that its flesh doesn’t decay after 
death, early Christians appropriated the bird as a symbol of immortality. The 
molting of its tail feathers each year to be replaced with supposedly more 
beautiful ones led to use of the peacock as a sign of resurrection and glorifica-
tion. 
     Additionally, the eye-like pattern in the peacock’s tail feathers made it a 
symbol of conscience and of God, who sees all. However, the peacock also 
represents arrogance as it struts to show off its plumage. During the Baroque 
period, the peacock was often part of artwork at the 10th Station of the Cross, 
depicting Jesus stripped of his clothing—atoning, according to some teachings, 
specifically for our sin of vanity. 
     Early Christians believed peacocks shriek when they catch sight of their 
feet, which they consider ugly. Christians took this as a reminder that we, too, 
should lament our spiritual imperfections that detract from the beauty of life 
lived in Christ.  

  2 Gail Lorady 

 Arianna McAnnaney 

  3 Lewis Pennypacker 
 Robert Rock 

  4 Heather Klinger 
 Marisa Seritsky 

  5 Bryce Hummel 
  6 Barbara Brown 

 Darcie Gruber 
 Courtney Krise 

  8 Marjorie Lally 

  9 Stephen Harhigh, Jr. 
 Maxwell Miller 
10 Kathy Hansbury 

 Diane McCormick 

11 Kaitlin Sage 

13 Natalia Mulhall 
14 Ryan Wolfe 

15 Jessica Wright 

Christian symbol 

16 Jeremy Knorr 
17 Aaron Pancher 
 John Wagner 
18 Ivan Sweinhart 
 Caleb Dietrick 

19 Eli Pennypacker 
20 Russell Hummel 
 Shale Waldick 

21 David Pennypacker 
23 Dustin Schreffler 
24 Amanda Whritenour 
25 Dianna Monaghan 

26 Azure Waldick 

27 George Hepler 
28 Samantha Brennan 

 Jill McNeal 
 Marcus Peel 
29 Parker Dean 

30 Joseph Anczarski 
 Deana Guenther 
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All are welcome to attend the  
Women of the ELCA’s  

next meeting on  
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 

         6:00 PM 

WOMEN OF ELCA SCHUYLKILL CLUSTER 

SPRING 2026 EVENT 

 

Where: St. Paul Lutheran Church, Auburn  
 

When: Saturday, April 25, 2026 

 8:30 - 9:00 Registration / Refreshments 

 9:00 - 12:00 Program 

  (Lunch optional following program) 
 

Program Topic: 
 Social-emotional well being of young people 

 Amy Ketner, Counselor 
 Schuylkill County Mental Health 

 

Bible Study: 
 Rev. Ken McDowell 
 St Paul’s Summer Hill United Church of Christ, Auburn  
 

~Please sign up on the bulletin board by April 12. 
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Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will 
be held on Saturday April 4th at 
11am.  It is for ages 0-11.  Please 
sign up by calling the church of-
fice at 570-875-1591 or by signing 
up at the bulletin board in the Narthex by Friday March 27th to ensure 
we have enough treats for all the children. 
 

You can take your own pictures of your child with the Easter Bunny 
prior to the start of our Easter program.  Please arrive early for       
pictures and registration.  There will be a short program starting at 
11am prior to the hunt. 
 

We are asking for donations of individually wrapped small candies 
(no hard candy please) to fill the plastic Easter eggs and for the gift 
bags.  Donated candy can be placed in the library and marked Easter 
Egg Hunt.  A donation basket will be placed in the Narthex for any 
monetary donations to help defray the cost of the egg hunt.  All dona-
tions will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Volunteers are always needed to help on the day of the Egg Hunt.  
Please see a team member of the Egg Hunt if you are interested in 
helping out. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Barbara Stepanchick and the Easter Egg Hunt Team 
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2026 Sponsorships 
 

The sponsorship sign up sheets are posted on the 
bulletin board. Sign up for:  

 

  Altar Flowers $35.00* 

         Worship Bulletins $15.00 

     Special Service Bulletins $10.00 

         Sanctuary Candle $10.00 

       Children’s Bulletins $10.00  
            Monthly Newsletters $40.00 

     Palms for Palm Sunday $15.00 

 *For Altar Flowers: 
Please sign up by the bulletin board for week(s) you would like to  

sponsor Altar Flowers and call “Flowers From the Heart”  
570-339-2519 to place order. Cost is $35.00.  

Please place order and make payment directly to the florist. 

All other sponsorships, please make payable to CULC                                   
and give to Debbie in the Church Office. 

04/05/86 Ann Marie & William Dillman, Jr. 
04/16/15 David & Nancy Cunningham  

04/18/98 David & Christine Heyer 
04/18/09 David & Jamie Pennypacker 
04/21/71 Daniel & Bonnie Sisko 

04/23/60 Jim & Darcie Gruber 
04/29/00 Stephen & Jennifer McGrath 
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LEARNING MINISTRY DAYS 
(Sponsored by the NEPA Faith Formation Resource Ministry Team) 

 

Saturday, April 25, 2026 
 

Theme: 
“How Can We Walk Together-Mental Health & Spiritual Wholeness” 

 

Presenters: Britani Harrison, Wellness Educator,  
Rev. Maggie Wellert & a speaker from CONCERN 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Emmaus 

 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2026 
 

Theme: 
“Who Do We Trust: Truth, Scams and AI” 

 

Presenters: Dana Neely (PA Atty General Office)  
& Rev. Roger Timm 

Zion Lutheran church, Brodheadsville 

 

**See NEPA website for more detailed session descriptions** 

 

Cost: $15 each day 

 

Schedule: three 45-minute sessions 

8:30-9:00 Registration 

9:00-9:15 Opening 

9:15-10:00 Session 1 

10:00-10:15 Break 

10:15-11:00 Session 2 

11:00-11:45 Session 3 

11:45-12:00 Closing 

(no lunch provided) 
 

REGISTER BY MAIL - send check with your name, home church, 
phone number and which session(s) you plan to attend: 

Session II in Emmaus (Deadline 4/10/26) 
Session III in Broadheadsville (Deadline 9/4/26) 

To NEPA Synod Attn: Laurie Christman,  
254 Grove Rd., Allentown, PA 18109 

 

OR 
 

ONLINE with credit card  -  
https://nepasynod.org/learning-ministries-day/ 
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Indoor Yard Sale 

Saturday, May 2 

8:00am -2:00pm 

  

All are welcome to join us in having an indoor yard sale. Rent a table 
for $5 each. You may rent more than one table if you would like. Pay-
ment is due when you sign up, NO REFUNDS. Please call the church 
office or sign up on the bulletin board to rent a table. The deadline to 
sign up is April 29. Tables will be set up in the social hall, Narthex, & 
hallway. 
  

You must set up, be present at your table the day of the sale, clean up, 
and take home any items not sold. Set up will be Thursday, April 
30 and Friday, May 1 during office hours, or you may set up Saturday 
morning BEFORE 8:00am. 
  

We will also be using a Thrivent Grant to purchase food items to have 
available for sale. We will be selling hot dogs, chips, drinks, desserts, 
and other items. 
 

Proceeds from table rentals and food sales will go to the Lavelle Fire 
Company to help cover the costs of the new fire truck that they just pur-
chased. The yard sale will be advertised on our Facebook page, by post-
ers, and the T-102 community page.  
 

Even if you don't set up a table, come out and support this worthy cause 
by buying items from the various vendors set up for the yard sale and 
food stand. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1788717396944
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1788544596945
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1788544596945
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1788630996946
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773510996952
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We will be collecting the 
following  

items for April: 

Cereal or 

Pancake Mix 
 

Please place your  
donations in the  
shopping cart.   
Thank You! 

The next food  
distribution date is  

Thursday 

April 9, 2026 

Fellowship Hour will be held 
after worship on only the first 

Sunday of each month  
September through May.  

     See schedule below for your 
committee’s turn to serve.  

Please sign up on the bulletin 
board to help. 

 

~ 2026 ~ 

April - No Social Hour  
May - WELCA 

June/July/August -  
 No Social Hour 

Reminder...If you are interested in giving a monetary donation to 
Christ’s Cupboard,  please write checks directly to “Christ’s Cupboard 
Food Pantry” and give it to Food Pantry Treasurer, Dorothy Kessler, 
cash donations are also accepted.  
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Celebration for H2OPE 

Ministries Collection   9:30 Worship  10:30 Choir Practice 10:45 Learning Series   6:00 Confirmation Class 

                               Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
      1 

      10:30 Seniors
  

 

 7:00 Church Council5 Easter Sunday 6 7 8 6:30 Worship w/Holy                   Communion 

8:00 Easter Breakfast 9:30 Worship w/Holy                   Communion 

  

10:00 Bible Study 

  1:00-6:00 Red Cross Blood Drive 6:00 Worship              & Music 

  10:30 Seniors
  

12:00 Lunch With
          Pastor Brian 
                 @ Mays12 13 14 15   Tax Day  9:30 Worship 10:30 Choir Practice 10:45 Sunday School &                    Learning Series 

  6:00 Confirmation Class 

  

    10:30 Seniors
  

19 20 21 22   9:30 Worship 10:30 Choir Practice 10:45 Sunday School &                     Learning Series 

  

10:00 Bible Study 

  

  

  Administrative 
Professionals Day
 10:30 Seniors
  26 27 28 29 

  

 

    8:30 Newsletter             Assembly10:30 Seniors
  

  

 

  The CULC Messenger 

God’s Work, Our Actions 

   

                             2026 
  

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 2 Maundy Thursday 3 Good Friday 4 10:30 Seniors 

7:00 Church Council 
  

  7:30 Worship w/     Holy Communion &          Foot Washing 

  

  

  

 7:00 Worship 

11:00 Easter              Egg Hunt 
  6:00 Contemporary                  Service  9 10 11 10:30 Seniors 

12:00 Lunch With 

Pastor Brian  
                 @ Mays 

10 – 11:30 Christ’s                Cupboard 

  

  

    

Tax Day 16 17 18 10:30 Seniors       

 3:00-6:00 Chicken       Pot Pie Dinner 

23 24 25 

Administrative  
Professionals Day 10:30 Seniors 

    9:00-12:00 WELCA Schuylkill Cluster Event 

 9:00-12:00 NEPA Learning Ministries Day 

 30     8:30 Newsletter Assembly 10:30 Seniors 

      


